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HERE are above a Thouſand Sail of Ships conſtantly imployed in Carrying Coal: b 
| el different Parts of England, lrelind, Spain, Portugal, ones. France Ps con 0 
land; and the Market at London is the Standard, and ſettles the Price. for. the moſt 
Part, for all other Markets; and Two Parts in Three of all the Coal: that are brought to 
London, are bought by the Artful Management of about Fiſtcen Lightermen, who are, with * 
Others of Leſſer Ability, Incorporated by A of Parliament ; and by their Conſtant Meetings - 
: — and Agreements, have brought the whole Trade under ſuch a Direction, That very few, ir 
| any of the Maſters, knew what they were to have for their Coals, 'til they were in the Lightermen's Poſſeſſion, 3 
and then they pay'd for them as they thought fit: Ard, If any Maſter infiſted to know what Price he ſhould ® 
have, before he ſet his Ship to Work, or deſired to Bargain before Witneſs, They either would not agres 
with him at All: Or, If they did, They would, frequently, take only a Small Part of his Coals, and then Drop 2 
him, and Jet him Lye by, till they brought him to their Terms : And if any Maſter Sold Part of his Loading "4 
to a Stranger, the Combined Lightermen would not buy the 2ſt, nor Deal with that Maſter, till he ſubmitted 18 
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their Meaſures. And the Coal-Owners themſclves felt the Effect of their Power: For, Whenever they pleaſed; 9 
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they would give any Gentlemen's Coals an Il Name, and refuſe Buying them, till the Owner was 0b; b 
vive them 8 Underhand Premiums. 85 e | Was obliged 0 9 


B theſe and ſuch like Practices, too many to be Inſerted herein, This Great Adventure, which coſt p. 
| wards of Twelve Hundred Thouſand Pounds, is Reduced not to be Worth Five; And the Stock for Cary = 
on the Trade almoſt Loſt ; And the Semen, Bred and Imployed in that Navigation, mightily Diminiſhed, and 
fallen to Decay; Above One Hundred Malt:rs in three 'Towns having been brought to Want, in a few Years, © 

WHICH (To prevent Our Utter Ruin) put us under an Unavoidable Neceſſity to Imploy Agents and 
Factors to Diſpoſe of our Goals, and Deliver our Ships in Order; which has ever been Eſteemed a Reaſonable * 
and Fair Way of Proceeding, and is Practiſed, almoſt in all Caſes, both for Fan and to avoid Confuſion. 
WHICH Method (it Obſerved) in Delivering the- Coal-Ships, will promote Fair and Honeſt Dealing, 
and have the following Good Effects: TB. | hs 1 e "= 
K Umprims, IT Will diſable the Combin'd Lighter-Men from Impoſing upon the Coal-Owners, by 
Marking any particular Sort of Coals and not Vending them without unlawfull and underhand Premiums. © 
. Will Likewiſe Diſable the Lighter- Mien from Impoſing upon the poor defenceleſs Maſters, . 
by Delaying them as long as they pleaſe and paying for their Coals, what they think fit. Z 
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lem I T Alſo will prevent the City of London from being Impoſed upon by making publick the 
true Price of Coals in the Pool. Oe — — 


I F The Proprietors of one Thouſand Sail of Ships, prime Coſt above Twelve hundred thouſand 
Pounds, are not allowed Agents and Factors to Sell their Coats, to avoid uch unprecedented Impoſitions 


ſo long laboured under, I T is what never was denied to any Perſon or Body of People in Great Britain. © ä 
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AND If this, or ſome ſuch other Expedient, as the Honourable Houſe of Commons, in their Great 
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Wiſdom ſhall think meet, be not Granted, till the Hononrable Houſe ſhall have more Leiſure 
provide more effectually for the Preſervation and Safety of ſo Grand a Concern to the Nation, 
28 well as their own Particulars; They will moſt of them not be able to Come to Sea: Having 
too long, already, waſted their Subſtance without any Advantage. by | " = 
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VN. B. IF The City of London, by any Malicious Inſinuation. ſhould be jealous, That 5 2 „ 
Navigation has any Intention to Impoſe upon them, in Raiſing the Price of Goals 3; They 
willing, at any Time, to Submit the Examination ef their Accounts to any Honourable 


Judiczous Perſon, or Body a 
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